National Federation of Licensed Practical Nurses, Inc.
Mississippi PN School 

Chapter Bylaws  
Article I

Name
The name of this organization shall be Mississippi Practical Nurses Student Nurse Organization (MPN SNO) Chapter of MISSISSIPPI LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES ASSOCIATION (MLPNA). 
Article II

Object

The object of this organization shall be to serve and protect the public by promoting quality patient care by licensed practical nurses and practical nursing students and to protect the interests and welfare of licensed practical nurses and practical nursing students.  To accomplish this, this Chapter shall:

a.
support and observe the standards of practice and a code of ethics for licensed practical nurses and interpret them to the public;

b.
unite students of practical nursing together with all licensed practical nurses for the purpose of securing recognition and promoting the most effective use of licensed practical nurses;

c.
promote the existence and growth of practical nurse education and promote continuing education for licensed practical nurses;

d.
communicate and cooperate with other organizations of health group providers, students in related health programs and government agencies to maintain and improve standards of health care;

e.
collect and distribute information on practical nursing.

Article III

Membership

SECTION 1.
Membership shall be open to persons regardless of age, race, sex, color, national origin, or religious belief.

SECTION 2.
Classes of membership are:

a.
Active Student Member


1.
Active student members shall be students enrolled in a Mississippi Licensed Practical Nursing Program.  They shall have the right to hold office in the local chapter.  They shall receive the official publications of the National Federation of Licensed Practical Nurses, Inc. (NFLPN) and shall have all other rights as set forth in the bylaws of the NFLPN.

b.
Affiliate Member


1.
Affiliate members shall be persons who are not licensed practical nurses but who are interested in promoting the objectives of this organization.  Those persons include the faculty members.

SECTION 3.
Dues

a.
The annual dues of an active student member, $25.00 shall be payable in advance on or before March 1st of each year.  These dues shall include:
$ 5.00
to be remitted to the state association office (if constituent state)


$20.00

to be remitted to NFLPN

      $ 10.00
to be retained for the chapter’s use (you may set your own dues)

$35.00
total suggested active student member dues

Article IV

Officers

SECTION 1.
Officers - The officers of the chapter shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and a Treasurer.

SECTION 2.
Sponsor - The chapter shall have a sponsor who is a member of the faculty at Mississippi practical nursing program and who shall be an ex-officio member of the chapter.

SECTION 3.
Duties of the Officers

a.
The President shall:


1.
preside at all chapter meetings;


2.
coordinate and supervise all the efforts of chapter officers and committees;


3.
appoint the chairmen and members of committees, except where otherwise provided for in these bylaws; and


4.
serve as ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee.

b.
The Vice-President shall:


1.
assist the President;


2.
preside over chapter activities in the absence of the President; and


3.
serve as the chairman of the educational program committee.

c.
The Secretary shall:


1.
prepare and read minutes of all chapter meetings;


2.
maintain a membership list and record of attendance;


3.
read all communications at meetings;


4.
answer all chapter correspondence  promptly;


5.
count and record all votes; and


6.
prepare an agenda for meetings.

d.
The Treasurer shall:


1.
collect monies due the chapter and disburse the funds as directed by the membership;


2.
send the dues to the state and national organizations in a timely manner;


3.
keep an accurate and up-to-date record of the financial matters of the chapter;


4.
give a brief report of the finances at each meeting; and


5.
give a detailed report for the year at the annual meeting in (insert date).

SECTION 4.
Nominations

a.
The nominating committee shall consist of three members elected by the chapter at the regular meeting in (insert month).

b.
The committee shall nominate a candidate for each office to be filled at the annual meeting.

c.
The Nominating committee shall report at the annual meeting.

d.
Nominations may be made from the floor.

SECTION 5.
Elections

a.
Elections shall be held at the annual meeting.

b.
The officers shall be elected by ballot unless there is only one candidate, then there may be a voice vote.

SECTION 6.
Term of Office

a.
The officers shall be elected to serve for one year or until their successors are elected.

b.
The term of office shall begin at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected.

SECTION 7.
Vacancies

a.
In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the vice-president shall serve the remainder of the term.

b.
In the event of a vacancy in any other office, it will be filled by the Board of Directors.

c.
Anyone who has served more than six months in an office is deemed to have served a full term.

Article V

Meetings

SECTION 1.
Regular meetings shall be held the at the Annual MLPNA  convention during the school year.

SECTION 2.
Special meetings may be held as deemed necessary by the President.

SECTION 3.
The annual meeting shall be the regular meeting in April.

SECTION 4.
The quorum at any regular or special meeting shall be  1/3 of membership.

Article VI
Committees
SECTION 1.
Standing Committees

a.
The Bylaws Committee shall:


1.
be composed of a chairman and two members appointed by the President; and


2.
receive and put in proper form, all proposed amendments to the bylaws and present the proposed amendments for action.

b.
The Educational Program Committee shall:


1.
be composed of the Vice-President, as chairman, and as many other members as deemed necessary;


2.
provide information on educational activities; and


3.
assist the sponsor in arranging guest speakers.


4. serve as representative for Practical Nursing Journal to supply quarterly  report. 

      c.
The Finance Committee shall:


1.
be composed of a chairman and two members appointed by the President, and the treasurer of the chapter;


2.
prepare a budget for the ensuing year based on the number of members of the current year; and


3.
present the proposed budget at the annual meeting for membership approval.

d.
Other standing committees:


1.
may be appointed by the President as deemed necessary

SECTION 2.
Special Committees

The President shall appoint special committees as deemed necessary to carry on the work of the Chapter.

Article VII

Emblems and Insignia
Only members in good standing may use the official emblems and insignia which shall be the emblems and insignia of the state association and of NFLPN.

Article VIII

Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the chapter in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the rules of NFLPN, MLPNA, these bylaws, or any special rules or order the Chapter may adopt.

Article IX

Amendments

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of the chapter by a two-thirds vote, provided that the amendment has been submitted in writing at the previous regular meeting.

