Mississippi Practical Nurses Student Nurse Organization 
 If you are a Mississippi Practical Nursing Instructor and would like to start a MPN SNO chapter at your school, the following   PRACTICAL steps should help you through the process.

Participate – request an affiliation packet and a charter number from National Federation of Practical Nurses (NFLPN)   This packet can be obtained from MLPNA . The charter information can be found at www.mslpn.org
Retrieve - a copy of the MPN SNO By-laws. The website address is   www.mslpn.org. 

Acquaint – yourself with MLPNA and indicate your interest in affiliating your school/college and students with the state association and national organization. The state President or executive director is an excellent source of information regarding state and national activities, projects, meetings and services available to chapter affiliate members and students. The name and telephone number of your president and executive director can be found at http://www.mslpn.org 
Conduct -a business meeting with your students to establish your chapter by-laws and vote to request a Charter from NFLPN. Adopt a budget and identify fund-raising projects that can generate sufficient revenue to support the student-developed calendar of events.

.

Talk- to local school/college officials (e.g. activity directors, Dean of Student/ Activities) and make certain all information is properly submitted and on file.

Identify members - Collect membership dues for each student. Determine an amount for local membership dues. State and National dues are $25.00 for each student. Each chapter must have at least one dues-paying affiliate member (faculty). 

Calendar - develop a list of events that includes the following types of activities:

a. Leadership development.

b. Community service.

c. Social and recreational activities.

d. Professional development.

Active - involvement in local, state and national activities through attendance at:

a. Local chapter meetings monthly

b. State MLPNA convention (review the scholarship events and workshops in which members can participate). Held in April of each year.

c. Attend NFLPN Convention.  Held in October each year.

Learn- new and innovative nursing skills, develop leadership skills, and develop professional associations. 

Mississippi LPN Association

linda.shows@jcjc.edu

